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had been aboard the planc when
il was inlereepted.

The six-man LEgyptian crew,
six Egypuan sccurity offivers
and five Egyptian diplomais
were transferred to the Egyptian
embassy in Rome. The two
Yalesiinian negotiatiors, named
as  Mohammed Abn  Abbas,
head of the Palestine Liberution
Front and a member of the PLO
exceutive, and his aide Hani ¢l
Hassann,  were taken to  the
Lgyptian Academy of Fipe Arts
in Rome, a building which is
not  covered by diplomaiie
mmunity, Yesterday, while the
FgyptAir  Boeing  remained
grounded at Ciampino, alian
pulice surrounded the Fgvplian
academy.

The four hijackers.  who
numediately confessed 1o the
halian authorities, were held on
Friday at a carabinieri para-
military  police  barracks  in
Sigonella.

The hijackers were tormally
identified  vesterday by 13
American passengers from the
Achille Lauro. in preparation
for the indictment ol the four
on charges of murder. kidnap-
ping and possession of arms of
war. According to d spokesman
from the American embassy in
Rome, the passengers had been
Hown o Sigonella on Priday
meht. he  tdentfication way
organised by Interpol,

After the identification. T uip
Carle,an Tiahan magistrate from

Genoa, (vhere the hijackers
hourded the ship) ordered that

the four should be transterred 0
a high-security prison in Sicily.

[talian state radio reported
yesterday that the four men, a
Pualestinian, a Libyan, a Syrian
and a Jordanian, confessed 1o
the hijack and said they were all
members of the Front Line Five
Group. an extremist faction that
s been outlawed by the PLO.
They were wdentified oy findlan
Abdullah Al-Hassan, 19; Majed
Youset AlMolky, 23: Aidel
Atit thrahim, 20; and Hammid
Al Abduliah, 29,

There is considerable ameri-
can  pressure on  the alian
authorities 1o extradite the rour
1o the United States

Reagan’s revenge
page 17

Meunwhile six British girls
who attempted to leave the
Achille Lauro yesterday morn-
ing were turned back by
Egyplian security guards

The girls were named as
Lesley Brown, 20, from Alder-
shot: Louise Barr, 18, from
L.eeds: Victoria Gooch, 24, from
Benfleet  in Essex;  Carina
Tubby, 21, from Taverham near
Norwich: Francesca Morilli, 22,
from  Mountserrel,  Leicester-
shire Gt dancers), and Michelle
Crillen, 190 a0 beautician from
Milton keynes, Yesterday the
pirts were told by the Egyplian
authoritics that they were part
of the crew amd that invest
gahions were sill continuing,
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I'HT Tour hijaskers of the cruise
ship Awchille Lauro were prome-
iaed site conduct out of Egypt
before the dramatic Amcrican
mtervention on Thursday night,
it emerged yesterday, A written
agreement was signed by the
Talin wimbassador o Cawre,
Criovanni Migluolo.

.»\wun!inp 0 the Rome
newspaper La Repubblica, the
agretiient was signbed at the
imsistence of  the  Lgyptian
foreign minister, Abdel Meguid.
freommitted the Talian govern-
ment 1o handing  over  the
hijuckers directly to the Pales-
tine  Liberation  Organisation,
and to renouncing any right to
seck their extradition for the
hijack. The Taliun ambassador
said there was no clause stating
that deaths aboard the  ship
would invalidate the agreement,

The agreement was signed in
the Bgyptian forcign ministry at
345 pm  (London time) on
Wednesday, following authoris-
ation from Rome. Five minutes
later the captain of the Achille
Lauro.  Cerirdo  de Rosa,
radioed to say that the hijackers
had left the ship and he was
onee more i commiand. “We
have to spve 450 lives, and this
wits the most importint thing at
the time,” the Bahian ambasaa-
dor saddd,

The oxistence ol a signed
agreement committing Italy not
L press Tor ihe hijackers” arrest
may eaplain why the ltabisns
failed 1o notily the Egyptian
authoritics of the fact that an
American  passenger,  Leon
Klinghofter, had been killed

.muawwﬂmumm S

g
zi
|

Abu Abbas: in Rom

Klinghofler was shot at Ipm
on Tuesday, News of his death
reached  the  Nalian prime
minster,  Bettino  Craxi, at
0.30pm  on  Wednesday, By
Iipm that night, the Talians
were  able o confirm the
murder, The killing did not,
Imwmc change the terms of
the agreement, and the hijackers
remained under military guard
in Epypt for another 24 hours.
helore miking off aboard an
Egyptian Boeing 737 boand for
Tunis,

\aerican warplanes  foreed
the Bocing 1o land at the US
Mavy o base at o Sigonella,
southern Sicily, at 1230 am on
Priday. Late on l~'ridﬂy nighl the
airliner was flown to Cmmpmn
military  airport  in Rome,
carrying the 17 Egyplians and
two Palestinian negotiators who
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Reagan tog
pops a,

“WE BAG THE BUMS",
boasted the New York Daily
News on its front page last
‘Friday, "GOT "EM", roared the
New York, Post, President
Reagan’s successful decision to
“hijack” the four Palestinian
hijackers of the Italian cruise
linex,s.the “Achille Laurg, has
come as a tonie {o the American
public, *The most popular thing
he's done since he Dbecamie
president,” said Geoffrey Kemp,
a NMiddle East speciallst who
was until recently a White
House official.

Yesterday's Mew York Times
said: “The hest measure of
Thursday's triumph over terror-
ism is to consider where the
world would be if it hada't
happened. Suppose the four
hijackers had escaped Lgypt
and were beyond the reach of

justice. Americans, disgusted at’

the murder of crippled Leon
Klinghoffer, could bave turned
against Egypt with untold
consequences  in  the Middle
East and maybe also against
Italy -~ benefiting only  the
enemies of peace .. . However
achieved, [it] has struck a
ringing blow for justice and
agalnst terror . ., Extraordingry
circumstances justily extraordi-
aury measures.”

The euphoria in Washington,
and cspecially in the White
House, was  palpable, Only
hours before the news of the
operation broke, the president
was being denounced in Con-
gress as a paper tiger, “It is
time to take names and kick
rear ends,” fumed oue Demo-
cratic  congressman,  Tommy
Robinson of Arkansas, ‘‘or
rename your State Department
the Capitulation Department.
Get off your stick, MVr Presl-
dent, the American pcople are
sick and tired of being kicked
around. It is on your back
now ., . let us see you nge some
of these billions and billions and
billions of dollars’ worth of
weapons that you have asked uas
to approve. Your words are
cheap talk.”

But even as the congressiman
was expounding, the operation
to intercept the hijackers was in
full swing.

The triumph came at the
right moment for Reagan, Many
politicians were beginning (o
ridicule his “tough guy” image

“One of the pluses ef thus
action,” said Fobert Squirew, n
Democratic politicat consultant,
*is that it tends to crase some of
the smaller frusuraticiis, This is
a mega-political ever:. It alinost
gives the administre tien a fresh
start.  The way Mr Reagan’
handled it was g0 deft that it's
hound to get the respect of most
everyone,”

Mosvover. though the ad-
ministration says it wants the
four Pulestinians extradited to
America, it will probably not be
disappuinted if Italy, as scems
likely, refuses to grant the
extradition’ request. The legal
case against the terrorists is by
no means clear-cut, especially
under American law; and their
extradition  would  probably
increase the chances of terrorist
retullation on American soil.

Amid the cuphoria, however,
there were some reservations
about the long-term effects of
the intercept, hoth on the
Middle Fust pence process, ané
on the overall campaign against
international terrorism,

The chances are that it will
not have much of an adverse
effect on the peace process
which, most observers believe, is
currently going nowhere any-
way. Recent American policy
towards the Middle East has

been cautions, Reagan has
welcomed direct negotiations
between lsrael and Jordan'’s

King Tusscin. But he questions
Hussein's  suggestions for an
international conference on the
Middle East, which would bring
in the Rusgsians, and for possible
negotiatigns involving the PLO,

Another unauswered question
involves  American  relations
with Egypt. Despite persistent
suspicions, the evidence over-
whelmingly suggests that there

was no  collusion between
Washington and Caire before
the action - and that Egypt's
Prestdent Mubarak Is genuinely
angry with America. Reagan is
clearly hoping the damage can
be limited: there was “too much
wt  stake™ between the two
conntries, he sauid last Friday, to
Jet the incident “‘colour that
relationship”.

The effect uf Meagan's action on
the cuorrent ¢ ic of terror-
ism is unprediciadle. Optimists
hope it wii: -+~ terrorists a
lesson. But i7 cuuwe .. jusi as easily
accelerate the viclous circle of
bloodshed. As the Israelis are
wearily aware, you can launch
spectaculur coups against ter-
rorists from time to time but
remain as great a target as ever,

“The haunting fear,” said one
insider last Friday, “is that even
if the terrorists are net extra-
dited te America, we have

/invited ourselves into the cycle

of violence,”

Jon Connell



Ribeiry, Staale Wan, Walter
Zarlenga and Istvan Sabo,
This was not the first time
the Arab had purchased
tickets for the Achille Lauro:
on three previous dccasions he
had bought -places for small
groups. They were dry runs for
the real thing - & Palestinian
hijack of the liner, to be staged
in Isracli waters off the port of
Ashdod, with the aim. of

forcing Isragl 10 release Arab .

pl isoncrs.

sWrth hmdsxbht the [talians
¢hiould have besn alerted that
. something  was afoot on
Stptember 28. Already that
month, three  Palestinian
bombs had exploded in taly,

planted by the bearers of

forged Moroccan passports.
Now another Arab was ar-
rested in Genoa, having

arrived from Tunis with a
false Moroccan passport. He
was Kalaf Mohammed Zai-
mab - alias Istvan Sabo, one
of the five booked by the Arab
tor the Achille Lauro voyage.

On hearing of Zaimab's
arrest. the Arab returned to
the shipping office and can-
celled his passage. But when
the liner sailed on October |
for Egypt and the Holy Land,
his four colleagues were
installed In cabin 82. —

The terrorisis . rcmumcd
incognito until 8,45 GMT last

Monday, when the ship wadin:

international waters 30 miles
off Port Said. Subsequent
reports from the ship suggest
that the crew discovered their
intentions and forced them to
act piematurely. The hijackers
100k control when they burst

into +he dining-room, firing
machine guns &nd pistols,
wounding two of the
passengers.

The ltalian prime minister,
Bettino Craxi, was told of the
hijack late that night and
mmedlatclv called a meeting
of his mllllary commanders.
Specialist units were placed on
alert and marines were flown

out to Cyprus 1o join an

lalian warship. But it was
agreed that military action
should be a last resort.

When the premature hijack
took place, most ol the
passengers had already left the
ship at Alexandria for an
overnight trip 1o Cairo. They
were due to rejoin the lingr at
Port Said. But there were still
427 passengers, and some 80

crew, aboard. All werc now
hostages.

Negotiations to secure their
release began in earnest the
following morning, by which
time the Achille Lauro had
sailed north and was cight
miles off’ the Syrian port of
Tartus, Western governments
frantically tried 10 cstablish
who the hijackers represented.
Yasser Arafat, head of the
Palestine Liberation Organis-
ation now based in Tunis.
assured  the  Ttalian " foragn
minister.  CGiulio  Andreotti.
that his part ofthe PLO knew
nothing of the hijacks An-
dreotti then contacted Presi-
dent Assad of Syria. Assad
said that his country ~had
nothing. 10 do with the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 18



@ For two years Middle East terrorists had been

tormenting America and murdering its citizens.
President Reagan kept threatening to take
reprisals. But he could never find the right place
or the right time. Last Thursday night, when the
Egyptajy 737 carrying the four cruise liner
hijackers took off from Cairo for Tunls, Reagan's
luck changed

AS THE US aircraft carrier
Saratoga stcamed south at 30
knots off the coast of Albania
in the Adriatic, Captain Jerry
Lee Unruh, a 45-year-old from
Dodge City. read the decoded
telex. It had come from
Admiral Frank Kelso, officer
in charge of America’s Sixth
Fleet in the Mediterranean,
who was also steaming south
aboard the command ship
(Coronado through the Tyrrhe-
nian Sea towards Sicily.

Both ships had been di-
verted from their routine
patrols to prepare for a secret
mission. The orders would
come from the president
himself. It was now 6pm
GMT last Thursday, and the
alert order had come through
~ first 10 Kelso then on 10
Unruh, whose ship was to be
the basc for the mission. The
Saratoga is 30 years otd, and
had actually. celebrated its
birthday two days carlier, bul
a $500m refit two years ago
transformed it into a formid-
able warship with 5,000 men
and 70 warplanes.

Unrub  immediately sum-
maonéd the commanding offic-
ers of Saratoga’s 1wo Tomeat
squadrons  to  the briefing
room beJow the bridge. The
F14 Tomeat is probably the

most lethal warplane in ‘the
world, It flies at 1,500mph,-its
radars scanning above and
below and 200 miles ahead for
enemy aircraft. It can attack
six targets simultaneously and
still have missiles to spare, 1ts
pilots regard themselves as the
clite, and embellish their
flying suits and aircraft with
nicknames. The US Tomcats
that shot down two Libyan
jets four years ago belonged to
the Black Aces, The two
squadrons on board the
Saratoga, VF 103 and YF 74,
call themselves the Sluggers
and the Bedevillers.

Al Jeast four Tomcats are
permanently on the Saratoga’s
1,000t armour-plated flight-
deck. Their pilots and flight
officers routinely wait 10 be

scrambled for action; Unruh’s
summons was immediately
answered.

The Tomcat crews were
Liriefed. Seven fighters were 10
fly 500 miles due south, and
{oiter at 30,000ft, south of
Crete, where Greek airspace
horders with those controlled
by Lihya and Egypl. For a

mission so  far lrom the
mother  ship, the Tomcals
would be guided by two

Hawkeye sux‘\{cillancc ‘pl:‘mcs
an. refuclled in mid-air from

four KA-6 tankers.

The pilots hurried away to
carry out - last-minute flight
checks, as support crews fitted
nuxiliary fuel tanks and armed
the Sidewinder anti-aircraft

missiles under the wings,
Then they waited for the final
go-ahead.

At 1031pm it arrived -
flashed from President Rea-
gan, who had just touched
down in Air Force One at
Andrews air base  near
Washington, after a trip 1o
Chicago.

On the Saratoga the Hawk-
.eye aircrafl, opped with their
circular radar scanners, trun-
dled down the flightdeck and
climbed into the darkngss.
Refuelling tankers followed,
their heavy loads dragging
them below thedip of the deck
before they crawled skywards.
“Then the steam catapults that
are sunk infg: the degk locked
an to the Tonicals @id, one
after another, hurléds them
into the sky, '

The most powerful nation
in the world, for the past lwo
years humiliated and rendered
impotent by assorted Middle.
East bombers 4nd - hijackers,
was about to take revenge.

NG TITATATR U7 ap Arab
LAELE B L I TR AN ki j"‘ﬂ.)'ld.
into 3t siippifg agencyiy

Oenogw-ihat E‘o&i %Jert%s fot the
Achille ‘Lauro, a 23,629-tonne,
luxury Jiner that cruises the:
castern~ Megdiggranean. He:
bought five tlils for Sm ire:
(about #9001 the names-of
Antonio Alonco, Diamantino
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by JOHN CHAPMAN and JAMES WEATHERUP

ONE of the six British girls still being
detained by the Egyptians on the hijack
terror ship Achille Lauro made a desperate
plea for freedom last night. ...

“ Please, please get us out of here!” said
19 year-old Michelle Gillen, close to tears.

In an exclusive telephone interview with the Sunday
Express she told of her terrifying ordeal at the hands
of the Palestinian gunmen.

* They kept waving guns at us and told us to keep
awake, " she sald, “They were always playing around
with hand grenades. We thought one might go off.

" They knew we were British and we felt we were in
danger all the time. I have never been so frightened.”

Beautician Michele, from Milton Keynes and five
British girt dancers have become political pawns follow-
ing America's successful “skyjack” of the Egyptian
Boeing 737 carrying the four terrorists to freedom.

The girls are trapped on hoard the Achille Lauro at
Port Said with armed Egyptian guards patrolling the
guayside to prevent anyone leaving.

Britain has made urgent diplomatic yepresentations
all day to Cairo through ambassador 8ir Alan Urwick,
bt there is na sign of an early end to the girls’ ordeal.

The official line is that they are needed for question-

ing about the hijack.

Byt there is suspicion in
Whitehall that the Egyptians
may be playing tough In an
nttempt to convinee the Arab
world they did not collude in
the American mid-air seizure
of Lhe tervorists, .

It may also be that the
Foyptians will hang on to the
hijack shio uniil they get
theihr plune nack from Haly
where the gunmen have been
arrested,

But there is  anger in
Government  ciwreles al  the
wdy Innocent Brittsh viclims
of the hljack huve bhecome
vielims  avain—in an  inter-
national game ¢ diplomatic
pride.

The girls were all set to fly
homie on Friday and family
rennions had heen planned.

But without anv explana-
tion their journey home was
cailed off bv the Epyplians.

The girls’ parents and other’

relutives were teleplhioned by
il ¥oreign OMcee at G a.m,
vosterday  lo Lell them the
Lud pews.

Tast night Michelle had  a-

sheelal message  for  her
mwinther and father,

Qe said; ©Tell them T love
them and am dyving fo get
hack home

Ordeal

CWe have been through a
Letridn b i) aand 110w we
sobe st vt erhoy beld prisoncr,

The vt gils ure i—

Jacqat Brown, 20, from

Aldershot, Hampshire ; Lyuise
‘Barr, 18, from Leeds ;' Jane
Gooch, 24, irom South Ben-
fleet, Essex’; Lesley Tubly, 21,
from_ Norfolk, and Sylvana
Morelli, 22, from Leicester.

Meanwhile the American
passengers who endured the
hijack flew home yesterday,
after formally identifying the
four terrorists who murdered
Leon Klinghotier.

,The 60-year-old stroke
" yvictim was shot in his wheel-
chair and dumned in the sea.

The Americans including
Klinghoffer's wife Marilyn
flew by special U.S, Starlifter
milltaty transport plane from
Cairo to.Sigonella in Sieily.

There, 13 of them were
shown photographs 'of the
men being held by Italian
police, .

The four imen claimed {0 he
members of a “front lne
group” of the Palestine
Liberation Organisation.

Securlty wag tight around
the prison where they are
heing held.

Meanwhile the Egyptian
Boeing 737 at the -centre of
the mid-air snatch, was still
at Rome's Clampino military
airport, where it ‘had flown
from Sicily. .

And the cruisei on the
Italian liner ‘Achille Lauro hag
been cancelled.

In Calro, the U.S, airanatch
provoked rloting at the city’s
university. )
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fice. First they separitied Leon

Klinghotfer fiom hs wife
“No said one gunman o the
wheelchair-hound  passenger
“You stay. She goes T Marityn
Klinghotler neser saw  ha
hushiand again For the nest
24 howrs she and her friends
were consumed by anxiets,
When the hijacking was finad
Iy over they looked atl
Cthrough the ship for him,
though they expected the
worst Some passengers had
noted that the ronsers and
shoes of one of the hijachers
had heen covered sath blood
And besides, s one recalled,
“We had heard gunshots and
cacsplash 7 Giovanni Mig-
liwolo, the Tahan Ambassa-
dor o Lpypt laier chillingly
reconstrueted the event, “The
hjuchers pushed [Kiing-
hoffer! en his chair and
dragged him o the side of the
ship, where, s cold blood,
they tired a shot o the forehead Then
they dumped the body mw the sea. to-
pether with the whedlehair =

Shortdy after the murdei. the gnman
with the bloodstuned clothing, appeared
on the brdge. wold Captain De Rosia wh i
had Bappened and ardered i o adyjse

stid that the second victim would  be
“Miss Mildied.” evidently referring o
Mikdred Hedes, but e did not follin
through on that threat | op g while some
passengers and crew  members thought
the gunmen mightalso have murdered an
Austrian woman, Anna Hoeringner. wha
witn missine Eventually it wis discovered
that thour, he had been knoched dowi o
flight of sty ox by achijacker al the tme of
the Luheo 1 she had mamaged 10 make
her way v nunloched cabin ] here she
remained g for twodiys, huddled
underi b, ocked m o wilet.
Bdul Hotsteeeed, Sy ria refused to ul
low the dehidle Lawro 1w enter s
terrnotad swatens. as did Cyprus: ne pove
ernment wanted (o bogyow troubde by be-
coming unneeyssantly invebed, A7 poa,
Puesday, tie ship sused anchor and
sitiled dway trom e Syriun cousthine
Perhaps Fearful of wn aack. o ljacker
w e fdentiticd Bimselt s the squid s fead -

ut e nijuchers” murderons panibit

approaclias - Fhrsuphout Uie night, Cagp
tamn B Rosiseal messagies usking woukd-
b peseniers to hold ol Plesse do nog al-
lempt anything against my ship.” he
arped “Eseryone ds all right, and we will
soen he freed ™

By 6 am Wanesday. e L lehille
Lanrowas anchored 15 miles olf Port Sand,
und the Bpyptian Foreign Ministiy wis
mewing swiltly o try to resolve the Crisie,
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e il watled hset! Omiae warned, © We |

the Syrian authontes i Tatus, e also

Ceenctil of the PEL,

" Terrorism

| Marllyn Klinghofter
The myrderons yamber did nor steee

wl

Abbay  Zuidan,  secretiry-
wrived from Tunis (o

Moliimmed

©enn the diseineions, Better known s Al
o Abbas he tried 1o nepotiale w settlement

CADbGS precise toke in e planming

Cebowesne Ry we hear your voie

Abul
W e
L vnd thar apparently mstired 15 not
knesen, but there was tutle doubr that he
exercised considerable fluence over Lhe

and clarify the higehers demmds

Clipickers When e ddressed the men

aboard the ship. they replied, “Command-
Abul

-~ Abbis then wld the hijackers tiat if they

will ey ship.any plime it traes o |

'

!

- the

srrendered, the s pins world priasan
tee Hien wife passigie out ol the country
He mstrieted them o prepare g releiea
hip, and they answered. “We shall
ohey “Shortly before diskh Wedneday, the
fonr punmen came ashore alward @ RN
hitttered tughost of the Sues Canatl Author-
ity Jaurmalists e the entrimee of te -
bor cinphie d plimpse of the hijickers as
they passed. Then they disappeared. oot o
resurfiuce until they Lmded i Sicily some
30 howrs kit

In New York, Lisa and
s Klmghotler had  been
wailing for two davs for news
o their purents Finally, on
Wudnesday, they broke out
champagne for retatives and
friends ufter beng wid by
the Swile Department that
Maedyn and Leon, alonz with
the uther PRssengers, were
sife. The celebrauon  was
still poing on couple ol
hours later when the fanuly
s« received  another telephone
call, tuising grave new doubts,
This time the State Depart-
ment sawl itowas uncertain
whether Leon Klinghoffer
was alive or dead,

The US. had heard re-
ports as early as Tuesday af-
ternoon that an - American
aboard the Achille Lanrs had
been killed. On Thursday eve-
ning, after more thun 48 hours
of conflicting rumors, the
State Department ordered the
UK. Ambassador o Egypt,
Nicholas Veliotes, to visit the Aefife
Lauroand determine the fate of the Amer-
ivians abonl Accompanied by cnvoys
from Ttaly, Austria und West Germany.
the ambussador was taken to the ship by
tugbout ubout midnight After a4 quick in-
vestigation, he culled his cmbassy in Cairo
wver aship-to-shore radioand gave his col-
ledgues some instructions, “Leon Kling-
hofler is dead.” he announced primly. “He
wats murdered by the terrorists off Tartus
The terrorists then showed the captain the
passportof Mildred Hodes and said,"O.K.,
but you tell those Syrians that we've killed
twa” They then kept a gun on them con-
stantly and anyone else near the radio and
threalened 10 kill anyone who told the
truth,”

Continued Veliotes: T want you 1o do
o things o my name. | want vou tocall
Ithe Egyptian Foreign Minister], teli nim
whitt we've Tearned, el him the circum-
el him that in view of this und
ot that we, and presumably dicy,
didn’t have those Facts, we insist that they
prosecute those sons of bitches. The sec-
ond thing: T want you to pick up the phone
and cdl Washigton and ell them whan
wese done Aad i1 they want w follow 1
up that™s line ™

On Thursday morming, Manlyn
Khnghotler, dased and shoched. weng
ashore brietly Lo make a telephane call 10
her funuly in New York The nest day she
arnd the other surviving, members of the
“heach people” wete tthen o Cata o pie-
patre o the long saed Aight home, withade-
tonr W Ttaly, where she helped pick the fion
higwhers ontafa Ineup, On Suturday. after
wititng two days for the b gyptian govern-
ment wpermit the telifle aune o leave
Port Said. the ship's owners announced that
the remainder of the eleven-day eruise had
becticinceled Dy Willlam E. Smith. Reported
by Jolyi Borroll/Port Said and Doan Fischer/Cairo
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shooung We were all on the floor ™
Later on. the gunsmen scparated the
Amertcans dand Britons from the othets
and placed gusoline cans close o thew,
Carma Tubby, 2t @ dapcer inoa siv-
" member British onpe on board, was old
by the punnien ten of their politica! de-
Epands were not met, she amd the other
Britons would be Killed alone with the
Amer iy Sy she “Eremember think-
ng 1 didnt even hnow wha thetr de
mitnds were, and it they nanht kil me
for sometinne 1odidn € know L lung
about 1t seemed o wnfan T O the
Pridae, one of the puaci tired mone
Shots aend then ondered e Rosa to il in
S nordheasten !y direcnon wowrd the Sy
Can porr ol R Y B ber brundieung
A st e i Lept bie Romad aider
IR RIIRIIIN
{has meht s the shue s vnaenn
heone 0 todes pontle of Pore Sad
Rivd mnande contas sworh b pinn ot
awthormes e dio amd old shen what
hadd fappened Phe Bapwehers whie had
wentied themselve s an menders ot e
UL demanded the relese of the S0
prpsoners hene Dold o baacel s Vineny
the i Sams lottar sl knosen e -
ot v o e (97 et e othars ned
St anattack on e nottherne sl
fone o Nadaari kil tiec jeople 1
b deniinds were not met the ok s
of the Todnlle dawro wattaed they woukd
Bl p the wtap,
A tabow tat e the paesenierswhao
Dol pent the dan ne Canrotised i Port
sand Lhere wonh? beor debasy ey were
Wl Decanse of hoase e i the pont
~otnnnlhmid e ded an faeban consekn
athe st adsse thens g the fedgplle e
lewd beetr Bigacbod Bues then ook thenn
Paach b Cano, where they aorneed atier 3
o Fo them the wanme haud et beyan
(i the lobbsy ot the t ongedde Horel Tl
Chesdes remarhed the nestdas Weane st
"t here motalsilence: Wenre petiing ne
formation ot Charlottie Spieael ot

i
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. Hefore the taheover, passengers enjuy the pleasant routine ot siiphuardlife

New York City added. We have no wdedt
whitt s oty o, Eonks want o fad my
friv ey (s aenes s

O the shrp the sense of punvie b
Contd o the sunmvn bewame e des-
Pty NIICT Cress it pssungieis seem
Jo have conadered g oo overwhiehn
the tertonists ey were tovewell armed
and toocrratie. and besides verr v peo
Pl readred that fhee were only fimtr sl
men on board, CHrom the way they were
brehas tng T diplomatwheosited the ship

cotrades i el A el se rindiosta-
ton momitored e elnthne
hacabs e one ol the 2l
pon Toe oy ety mthe aries gl or
the tnbaesadors ol o damagig N
12 o e oo i o o and

wanjueing of
ol L

Cahie trst alim g sen for Lo s been

brow bt onward o b par DA E2 SN o
W e Aol slhn et s lonee
aind Tho st petssepger walt be Joltad ae
P We st conumunicate the name aid
matienality of the passeiper ™ AL T2

Jater obwerved, 10 seenied more likety that 5 png " What e newal Tartus " AWCwitl i

there were Hrhnachers rather than tour ™

Eg aaited pertas aon from Sy -

Vhowittes fon the tchedie anro o dock at
Tartus The hijackers had ashed Iy onadio
W b put e leueh s the Badian and
Aipetican cnmhassadars e Phnniecs

D1 sl inn ey hed of s point e

Iy Taenakity stlTernoon s e gumoen savitig,

Cowire swaln:

|
i

meditlel bt the seand Thee iy oo
shorlase of passenpers 0 kil Anothe
mondlon in 1 elston reposted i hiacker™s
We thre the it bods i the
witfel aer < g i ihe head Hs
hout it

AL enitetly winit point these sidiste
Whireits beaitme telity s not known fin
i now foeleo rtaal of weerorsm, the

Boprne To nepotiate the elease of U SO hifaekers had deaided o underscone thei

The Achitle Laro at anchor in Port Said on the day after the surcestder of the Palestinian terrorints

f
|
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The Voyage of the Achille Lauro

A Mediterranean pleasure cruise turns into a 52-hour Hightinare ar sea

By the time the Talian fiver
Aeitle Lo had reiched
# Alexindrid
i Meditermmem craise, ils
#7755 passenpers had setded
into the pleasant routine of shipboard life
Thure were Ping Pong lournamoens, shul-
lehoard games wnd Ly afternoons around
the paol. T the evening there were dinner
ad dancing follosed by midnighy hafiets.
il every night a troupe of Polish daneers
put o i hallet performance
Among the American passenpaers wis
iproup of clesen old friends fron New
York City and northern New  Jersey
Maostly 1 their 66s and 704 they Tiked to
vicabion together on the Jersey shore s
soraeiimes idted themselves “the beaeh
pesple.” On Suday., the vight hetfore the
23029 won tehifle Lawro reached Ales-
i, they celebrated the 39th birthday
of Marilyne Khnghotfer of Manlhustan. [t
had bewi her idea il they should all
tithee the eleven-day craise from €renoa 1o
Niples, Adesandrein, Fogt Said, Ashdod,
Linsaol, Rhodes,  Piracis, Capri and
Dtk to Cienoat
Neat moming, when 666 passengers
left the ship for a day of sipht-sceing ad
shopping in Cairo, Marilyn and her bus-
band Teon, 69, stayed aboard. A retired
appliciee manufactirer, Leon had been
contined 1o a wheelehair after sutfering
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on the Gifth day of

two strokes during the past three years
Another menber of the group Mildied
Hlodes. of Springticld. N had ploned
o join ber husband Frank on the Caira
rip. but at the Just momient she chitsped
her mind. Thit dection sery neatly vt
Mildred Hodes her Jite

Few of the passengers Badd noticed 1he
four Padestinians w he b boarded the ship
at Geno They kept o themnelves sl i

Snob ke pet inany shipbosnd actinties

Ome ol the cdeflle Lasivo Bostesses B re-

watlled asking the voung mien e naton

ality and civing the inpmobably ad
Barely mtelligible reply Norw ey
Oluulml at Alesasdvie, Capliam Ger-
ardo 13 Rosa ordered the anclion
raised, wid soon the Aehithe Lanre wis
sidting for Port Suid. ot the northern ap
prosich o the Sues Canal wider o bl
liant Dhue shy Phere. Late that oo, by
wits seheduled 1o ek up the passgspeis
whe had gone o Casroamd proceed weoie
sracli port ol Ashdod
Exactly whul happened sriest s not
known, but i seemed tid the foure Pales:
Linduns tntended to remam quietls abuoard
the liner until it reached Sahdod | her
acconding o this theory,. they  would
lrunch acterrarise attick. seize Iaraeli hos.
tages 1 possible, and demand e release

nee Nis o puecnpers Bd o diem

col S0 Palestinians, ineluding niny from

conives, seized the ship

ther own oreinization. the Palestine
Piberation Front who were being hetd
e Lavaelis prisons. But something went
wrong prebibly the chanee discovery off
then weapons and  ammunition by o
memiber of the crew . According o the
Talan news agency ANSA, they Titer told
Taalion wuthorities that they had not in-
tended to take cantrol of the ship at all bt
fatd dome soatler aowaiter spotted them
Cleaning their pums, N

Ty event. they decided (o attiek

Fest tour hows aler the ehitle Lawro
Il lere Adesandiia, the four Palestin.
s siome st Soviet-made subma-

chine guiese hand prenasdes aad eaplo-
Firing thewr
woapomns wildly, the wrrornsts used 1he

Coalips loudspeaker system o sunvmon i

Paaseenpers o e dinig room. “\We were
At rdady B dessert,” one o the

AGwhican pivsenpers. Viola Meskin, of

Ui, N Lty recalled, “when sid-
dendy we hieind sashots, and someone
selled, Get down on the floor” We beand
mostning nd proaniog. The handits had
strack mien in the Ritehen, we were old
Phen they strted o threaten us and
show their power. They had hand pre-
nades i therr hands, and they would
remuove the pins and pliy with them
They constntly had their guns ready for

I
J
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i Corp. terrorist expert, describes as a kind
of novelty fctor. Says Jenkins: “If you
want to stay in the headlines and exercise
coercive pOwer over governments, you
have to do novel things.”

The fragmentation of the PL.O. in
the wake of its 1982 expulsion from Leba-
non may help explain the inereased vio-
lence, Now dispersed from North Africa
to the Persian Gulf, the PL.O.'s young
guerrillas are becoming bored after three
years of relative inactivity, Says a PL.O,
expert in Tunis: “Launching a raid
against Israel. however dangerous, is bet-
ter than sitting around in & camp in North
Yemen.™”

The answer. as Isracli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres told TIME Last week. is that
“lsrael will continue o act full foree
against  terrorists,  Killers,  murderer
assassins.” He added: "Whoever wants
peice [in the region] must stop terrorism,
There can’t be a compromise about it

The fundamental problem. says Law-
rence Eagleburger. @ former Under Secre-
tary of Stste and currently president of the

Z

P.L.F. Leader Abul Abbas

Manhattan-based consulting firm of Kis-
singer & Associates, is that terrorism “is
basically a new kind of warfare, Nobady
really knows how 10 manage it or deal with
iL” Eagleburger recommends several prin-
ciples 10 appiy in terrorist attacks. First:
make no deals. Second: assure terrarisis
that somewhere, sumetime, there will bhe
retaliaton for their actions. The nature of
the response will vary according to circum-

R,

stances. says Eagleburger. but “there has 1
be a cost to the terrorists or their organizu-
tions for what they do.”

In any given situation. Eagleburger
warns. the US. is liable to find itsell tem-
porarily helpless. But that should never,
he says. lead the country or ts leadership
toa failure of nerve in avempting to strike
back at gunmen like the Aehille Lauro hi-
Jackers. Says he: “The important thing is
that we not be deterred rom punishing
people like these because of a fear that
there will be more terrorist attacks.™ Last
week the Reagan Administration certain-
Iy communicited to the world that jt
would not be deterred. Few doubled
White Flouse Spokesman Speakes when
he declared after the EgyptAir intercep-
tion that il an opportunity presents itself,
we will do exactly this sanie thing again™
The US. could only hope that the same
unhappy opportunity would not  arise
“guin soon. — By George Russell, Reported by
Erik Amfitheatrof and Roberto Suro/Rome,
Johanna McGeary/Washington and Alessandra
Stanley with the President

In Pursuit of Justice

B ecause the sole person killed during the hijacking of the
Achitle Lauro was an American, many in the U.S. beo
lieve that his accused murderers should face Justice in an
American courtroom. In pursuit of that goal, teams of Gov-
ernment Lawyers quickly began work on extraditing the four
terrorists from Ttaly. Having charged the aecused hijackers
in & Washingtlon federal court, officials will present he for-
mitlapplication for extradition through diplomatic channels
this week. But under the complex rules of international law.
LLS. courts will probably have to wait until ltalian Jjustice is
done, and may not get a chance at the defendunts even then.

The problem is not that the US. has no applicable faw,
Must authorities agree that the Palestinian hijackers could
be suceessfully prosecuted under the two federal statutes in-
voked: pirtey and the 1984 antiterrorism law. People who
seize ships for criminal purposes have been considered inter-
national outlaws since the days of Sir Francis Drake, ex-
plains Professor Cherif Bassiouni

mast certainly apply the traditional legal doctrine “badly
captured. well detained.” U.S, courts have ruled in previous
cascs that only the fairness of the trial is important. not the
means by which the accused are brought from outside the
court's jurisdiction.

Soif the U.S. had retained custody of its prisoners. its ju-
risdiction would be all but assured. But Ialy's claim is at
least as firmly grounded. The crimes were commitied aboard
an Ialian ship in international waters, and by long-standing
precedent the law of Italy elearly applies. To signal their in-
tent not to defer to the US. lalian authorities swiflly
brought charges that included premeditated murder. kid-
naping. ship hijacking and wenpons violations, Says Colum-
bia Law Professor Richard Gardner: “There is some difficul-
ly with the concept of trying them for one thing, then
extraditing them and trying them for the same thing some-
where else,” Such double jeopardy is barred by the 1984
U.S.-ltalian extradition weaty. Haly also forbids extradition
to i country that would apply the death penalty, but none of
the LS. charges wled thus far involve capital offenses.

School
in Chicago. Ay state can Prise-
cute them: it could he Sweden or
Zaire for that matter,” The anti-
terrorism law passed by Conpress
last year makes ia crime punish-
able by life imprisonment o ke
i American citizen hostage any-
where in the workd. “That “long
arm’ statite incorporates U.N,
fepal provisions.

Nor would the terrorists have
much hape of slipping through
legal loophole by chillenging the
wity they were aiught, Villinova
Law Professor John Murphy-be.
licves that although the intereep-
tion viokued some international
awviation conventions, they would
be “overridden by the need o
bring the hijuckers (o justice.”
Even a federal judge who dis-

touni
o' DePaul University Law

i

I the US. must now depend
on the ltalian courts for justice.
what are the prospects? The law
requires that an indictment or dis-
7 missal be handed down within 18
& months. and no pretrial relese of
the prisoners is likely, The verdict
will be decided by 4 vote of two
Judges and six jurors. and sen-
tences could be as much as life
When evidence is plentiful and the
crime serious. the Tadian judicial
system can act swiftly: Mchmet Ali
Agei wits convicted itnd sentenced
o life imprisonment only  1en
weeks after he (ried 1o inute
Pope Juha Paul H In the case of
the alehille Lauro, where more
than 400 crew und  passengers
were wilnesses o the hijuckers
actions, similar expeditiousness is
expected. -~ By Michael 5. Serrill. Re-
ported by Anne Constable/Washington

e

agreed  with Murphy would al-

and Walter Galling/Rome
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ders The rules discussed in Chica-

T o radio for further orders. Nis

s ardered the pilots toshoot, but that
Powasas the President put it some-

Terrorism

sualties on our side. but something the
unit could have sustained.”™ By that time.
hawever. the hijackers had left the hos-
tage ship.

Administration officials would not re-
veal who first came up with the intercep-
tion scheme. or when, At a Friday press
conderence,  National Security  Adviser
MuFarkane said only thiat Reagan’s "com-
munity of wdvisers” proposed the idea “on
the road.” meaning on the way to Chica-
go. AL about 11:50 aom., as i presidential
maotorcade wended its way o a a Lee
bakery in Deeriietd. 1. Mclarkine in-
formed o4 White House suiffer that the
EBgvptian plane bearing the  hijuckers
wold Teave Cuiro at about 4 pan, EDT,
After Reagan held forth on tx reform at
the bhukery, Mcebarlune informed  the
Prasident at about midday that it might
be possible o intereept the jetiner. In a
privitle roon inside the bakery, Reagan
agreed in principle 10 the move and pro-
yided "one or twoelements of guidanee on
the concept and on the rules.” By thay
he apparently meant whether U§
intereeplory would shoo 05 the
aypLir ight failed 1o vbey or-

goconered only the mitial stages of
the mission. 17 the Lgyptian pilat
resisted. the LS. pilots would have

unlikely that Reagan would have

thang for terrorists =l go 1o bed
wondering abon,”
The ti decision came when
vhe presidential party returned to
Washington  abourd A Foree
One, Al about 4 pom., MeFarlane
ahruptly left a stdl discussion of
the upcoming Genevi summit and
entered Reagan’s private cabin, It
s then that the President said.
“Ciooahead. and let's excoute.”
About 15 minutes luer. the EgyplAir
phane teft Citiro

Defense Secretury Caspar Weinher-
per. visiting Ouawa, stayed in close touch
with Washingwon through secure commu-
nications abourd his Grumman executive
Jeto Meanwhile the Swrarava. ieeompa-
micd by the degis-class puided-missile
cruiser Yorktown, was steaming in the
Adriatic close to the Greek-Albanian bor-
der, Allold, about 25 U.S. warships were
stationed in the castern Mediterranean.
miny of them with the sophisticited ra-
dar capability needed w pick the Lgypt-
Air plane out of the heavy stream of regu-
lar Mediterranean air traflic,

AL 215 pan. EDE. the Suratoga re-
ceived the order o launch its Tomeats.
four (o undertake the intereeption and

the Hawkeye radar aireraft, the fighters
loitered in the vicinity of Crete. AL 4:37
P, they received the interception order.
By 5:30. they had spotted the Egypair
pline, and the flinal drama began. Back at
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three s backup. Accompanied by two of

his vacation home in Bar Harbor, Me.,

!ggly’s erxl: romsvlng Roqgnn's rguupst
A host of complex logal proceedingy.

.
(e T

Defense Secretary Weinberger calléd the
President at the White House o inform
him of the missi

White House

ecstatic.

aides
Reagan called Prime Minister Craxi to

were

thank him for his cooperation in agree-
ing to prosecute the Palestinians, and to
reaffirm that the US. very much wani-
ed o prosecute them o, When Admi-
ral John Poindexter. the Deputy Na-
tional  Security  Adviser. entered
regular 9:30 NS¢ briefing for the Presi-
dent the next morning, Reagan rose to
attention and snapped his right hand 1o
his forchead. Said the Commander in
Chief: 1 salute the Navy.”

For the remiainder of the day, howev-
er. the White House staff seemed curious-
ly drained. Even some of the President's
aides were puszled by the kick of jubily-
i d one: 1 would have thought
Ulor political reasons, they would
have made more of o to-do.” The Admin-
istration even passed up the arrival of
eleven hostiges at Newark Airport on
CSiturday as an opportunity  to
+ Haunt its triumph,

In Rome. Ialian Depaty Pre-
micr Arnabdo Forlani summarized
5othe mood well as he declared that
“silence is more useful than an ¢
cess of words, and in this attuir
there have already been oo
many."” He,as well as the Reagan-
auts. seemed keenly aware that the
apprehension of the Palestinian hi-
Jackers represented a short-term
viclory but that the episade might
even prompl new owtrages. Suid o |
senior intellipence official: =1 ex- !
pect terrorists o change tactics
and attack UK. offiviats and facili-
ties again, maybe even in the U8
The nature of terrorism is such
that ne one can tell where the next
attack may come from. Late last
week, i homb in Santa Ana, Calif,
killed Alex Odeh. 41, o lewder of the
American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee, alter he called Arafat a “man
of peace”™ on television.

In the Middle Last, certainly. terror-
ism seems o have inexorable momentum,
Accarding to the State Department, the
number of incidents there has doubled an-
nually since 1982, What is more, suys
Noel Koch. s Deputy Assistant Seeretary
of Defense, the terror “has become more
violent and much more indiseriminate.”

SOne reason, parioxically  enough,
may be tighter security by Western gov-
ernments amd oflicials. US. Army and
Air Foree bases that were onee lightly
guitrded are now fortificd camps, Embas-
sies i many capitals look like urban re-
doubts, As a result, terrorists are looking
clsewhere for targets. Tn the case of the
Aehille Lawro, for example, it appears
thit the hijackers chose the cruise liner
because the usunl tvenues of access to
Israel--by tund and air—have been
blocked by Iseacli security measures,
There is also what Briwn Jenkins, a Rand
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a telephone call to the eaptain of the
sAchille Lawro, did Craxi learn that un
American hostage had been killed. His
government responded by declaring that
it would seek extradition of the hijackers
far proseeution in Italy.

Washimgton accepted Mubarak's
clarm that he did not know of Klnghof-
fer's murder at the time he nepouated the
hijackers' safe passape out of Lpypt “We
think he did o pood Guth,” a senor U S
atticial sid. “but whittever deal he ot
came uncut when we found out they kilted
sumeone

By Thursday morning, however. Mu-
burak wis becoming distinctly Iess credi-
ble Hle wld NBC-1v's Todey show that
“when this murder emeirged. we had als
readdy sent the higwehers out of the coun-
try " Whaete had they pone” * Perhups 1o
Funes  Mubaiak siud Challenged by re-
portees Laer e the day. Mubaiak ques-
toned whether Khsghotler had - been
Klled atalf Said be o Mavhe the manis o

RN, SR A L R L

“f Thought It Was

hiding or did not board the ship al alt ™

By then, U.S patience was beginning
to wear thin, At a hearing of the Senate
Foreign Relanons Commit Secretiry
of State Shults called on Caire o “hold
these people and prosecute them.” Pri-
vitely. U S. officials could hardly restricin
themselves Said an intelligence analyst
“They just lied to us, from wp to bottom.
They did everything they could in order to

mishead us about the location and fite of

the terrorists.” But thanks e etfective in-
telligence in Lavpt, the White House
knew by Thursday morning that the hi-
Jackers stll had not left the country

rying w keep Reapan above the
frivy. lus aides made no changes m
lis public schedide  Phusdiy
marning the President rneled o
¢hicapo o cotbinue his uphult buttde fin
Ly refonm On the way 1o Andrews \y
boree Base. he told a statler that the U8
had been prepared o laanch o nalitary

ISR,

thouy
it was

Terrific”

aprood show

raid on the dehille Lawro W rescue the
hostages The President seemed personal-
ly chagrined that the hijackers had heen
whisked ofl' the ship. foreclosing the
rescue mission

Sentor US mtelligence sources con-
tirmed o TIMU that such a plun exsted
According Lo ane source. g oseiagomng
branch of the US. antiterrorist Delta
Force, composed  easentially of  Navy
SLAL tfor Sea, Afrand [ and forces), was
not ready to carry out the opaation on
Tuesday, but was able o daumeh an adack
by Wednesday wight The LLS. plan called
fon the spAEs, who had been practcing
therr assieatt at Akrouri, Cyprus, 1o glde
from the e onw U dedidle Tano
After the il assauit, Navy helivoptens
wotild have brought inmore Delta iean,
The FES apparenth knew modvanee e -
acthy how nany tetronsts there et on
Doard, aad where they were e ~hould
tenve beeana piece of carhe 7 sadd an foeelt-
senve officih T Wo i ipaied o des wa

It was ervitie Judging bow these mendents are tun.

Mayhe we'te pettmg betier ala

In an perview with Stare Deparonent Coprospondent
Johanna Metioare, Secrenry of State Geore Shult: shared
hiv views on the VS actin and ity yepercssioms:

Qn the interception, 10s true Uit this s au impoitant
event in the tight agaunst weoorism, but there s been o
tremendoty, amount accomplished in the last year or so
that s not asovmible as this, People tend o repister the
things that sue visible, But the Tact is that through the de-
velopient of hetar mdelhpence and of very powd intelli
pence eachange | onagh sy outstiandog aath the hal-
fns, for esaimple cwe have ueoverad, prevented  or
aborted sorse S ereorst meidems inthe kst year,

Hut my poant s there Bas beet o ot bappeming, ik
b the siome tirae s was s drnsitie example of msisting
thitt those who o 1 these coanitl avts e brought o
Justice. You hive toopet the mesape (o
terrarists that the civilized contmuniny
1 opposed oo what they are doing and
prepated o lahe aeton tosee tig
they don’t sieveed. soad that tiey e
Drowpht o pustiee, socthere ;oo eost 19
you neyer apprehend and dedl elfec-
tively with the terrorsts, then they
have o vost free shot gt ceervibiing

On possible yetallation against the
WS T haven't notied any reluctanc:
o tike on the U800 no doubt theype
will be people e the terrorist ranks
who are stimulated by this, but they
don't seein o need very much stimuli-
tion. T don't think that we should esis
Gt to bring people tojustice for crim-
inal aets for fear that some other
croiminils mity not Jike 1cand try w do
something ahout it

On planning the operation. | can t tell
you whese ide it wiss, 10 wasn't [mine).
Bul the mune | head the idea, 1

On Egypt. The US Lpyptuan telutonship s o stong one
There e fundamentat things that will endire and we
eapect and cortaindy want o jelationship with Favpi 1o
vontinie on i stong and contrdent bises We lund acdinien
eme ol opiion with the Ty phan government on destdnge
with the fupaekers: and we repntered that Fhe §pyptiane
took steps that the, felt were pecesaany 1o ensnre e sath-
ty of people left on the ship ket alome e shap sl
wnd st appayentdy inmvolved Giking the e hers off wnd
asnttl gy them passiane o sames e obse o Phey dud tha
betore they hnew that i morder el been vommaited 1t .
not clear 1o mie what was knowan by whome e the | paope
tisae poverment after they bonew that the matder nmd
bren conmmitled, wo 1 dow’e want w capment on that
other tin fo say that we were deappointed (st they
were ready o let and did et e anntoads en g
S fewy the hands ol orsanieed, civlized
Yopoverminent

- On prosecution by ftaly. T luve cony
plete combidence mothe Balans The
Ttk reeond i deahige soith teinem
[RITRERNITORG}

On terrorism. 1 von plot worons mwi-
denty by year on o praphn s s
But 1otk that tenonean s lestige
rround e sense i the o and,
wivibizal intenutonad commuonity s
becommy very alert o ar and more
wind mote deterimed o ostop it and
molawe it 1 ik w takes o while ton
societies BRe ours torepister o prablem
and ket m tahe i mue youwr put s
well e your head, [ iy signifcant that
nobody wanied that ship to come mito
their harbor 10y syrniticant that no-
bady winted  that pline to land on
their aitficld b other words, the ded
that erionsts deserve 1o Sanclidly i
rainmmg pround.

FINIL 03 Gais R0
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euch. Washington gave the s

S US would sanction what it called

Chdnapmn dinna for 17 dass

should du As u:u.l]. the options seemed
piufully few, US and Dalan ships and
planes were ailing the Aehille Lawroasit
wandered deross the eastern Mediterra-
nean. headed woward the Synan port of
Turtus. The U'S. immediately estabhished
contact with the other gavernments prin-
cipadly involved: Taady, Lgypt. Israel To
Lme messipe
American policy toward terrorism. uy al-
Wiy Wi ol o give aineh, A most the
s
with the ternsts on the safety
af the hestizes, Washingron urged the
other sovernments oot o sield The TLS
plestded with Wb AMaditenanean nations
ot Lo permit the dehrlle Luro o doch at
thon pats

RISTILS

trthe DN sview iwas croe sl 1o heep
the dedtte Lawre Hom docking anv-
where Seared o the memory of Ad-
mstaten oflgds waes base fone s
IW A Diachoer andead When the cage
tred pethiner s allisved o Tand at Be-
TUL AT Pt ot Sk Bgackers wepe ahle
W dimper e ther 37 hostaee ot the sun-
ronnd gt whan shoms digrpmg one the
]k e
NIRRT CHNIS DI eers weiy st
thinkone e a0 seseue i nternational
witters wonld e Lo caster than one m
Svrig o | ehanon,

Sutpriaunly the US ploy warleg
Whoen the dette faneo red o et
SUr swalels nedl baris the Sy

tatnend 1 awae Capraalo tefused ol
Tow the shpnto port Sard o oseator Ay
diplomat o Woedingion 1 vervone i
PO’ Ca eeh ol
et ol bS presure ot Bt ehat noone
sontesd o prntteson e i T
fodnedle Fesro ad biede chonee but oy iarn
sechotwand b pts Port suaad,
Moeateahnbe the poverpments mivobved
aptecd tyiel e o ke the lead o afbing
with the hiackers, The decision i d

B ansbed

Sloped stnee Aubarak enosed clae rela-

ons wath the PEGO and the fedidl
Latatror ot stanrime, back ovand Tovp
But frony the sttt the 1180 Tily and

Ipeprwere noc thimbinge ahike abot the
s A et Boweser thag et
woere e by gsiies ey of he ho -
TapeThconeastons to e Nachers, din
ol pongsinent o the e o

S theer conmnnie s shesaald then von
cen for the peesenpwess skt Phes
dereed tart they s oonld i nocoioe,
el Lo e fecrorists Bt they weqe aplit
Daadly o Hhe grieston of punislient
Fhe U5 ustiatcd thatierrone t bave so
b, o wdpabretnibator o the paed pan
cnpsin o the maie TEe Tl
weie less nsntent, perbaye e Hiey
e snere Beee s amd prroge et 1 siade 1w
the Lonvplians, e panclanent e
Pyt il dilemne Sand a0 enior
Crse diphoni g Wy lllm'(HI) MW were
frhtrnes Dy pt o) e v

Presidept Mubaak e coneenn
Wity (0 prevent the hajikmg rom wn -
donte the Muddle Tase peee proves

'
Ao

1ver simee Jordan s Ko Hussern und
PO, Leader Aradal apreed Jas 1 ebiu
FIMI i OB R 2E JUBS

|
J
|

aty to work together to get Middle Last
peace talks moving apain, Mubarak has
hoped to bring lsiael and Jordan to the
negotrating table. That hope was dealt a
tude blow two weeks ago when Istael
launched o 1.500-nule bombing raid on
Arafats PL O beadygarters near lonis
A further concern of Mubarak's was
the fragile state of his own gosvernment
which s burdened be severe eronomie
problems as well as o persestent chatlenpe
from Muslim fuidamentadinte By con-
spiciotsly g up wii the U8 el
the FL O Mubaral would be sidnerable
W opponeits at home ead aroad e
Fevpnan leader win theretors eignn, par-
P cneteipet . to demonsirate o N
et was o Berdeiate oppeeed oo
by s alving R the hostape mednatno

ceeded on ]uuduv it soon became clear
tothe US thathoth Haly and Egypt were
prepared to make a deat According 10

sadiees m Washngtlon the LS, upumd

1y vigerous opposition Sud a US off-
il We had mdicutions all atong that
the gy pladns veore moving that way We
weghed movnen we could 7 In the end,
Ttaly « roatong with Epypt in of-
fermp sifo pasenge 1o the higekers on one
congdiniog that there Juad been no hiihing
abodpd v, Aedidle Do

ML had already been mur-
depsd b Capiatn Pe Rosa nad presum-
Al reerted Lok s peig authorities that
e chogrd the ship hed Breen hanmed
oo D ey prannonmieed thit the
Lchaasy hind surrendered oot for
code pissape ot of the o Warhing-

ol
U

Fenanies of the “Bavbary pitates’ .Wo iunherer describes tlu' mlIM iry antion

AL S sl cagen o onply $n
Alonday eveney o of s closest dvise
T el alteads was
Papt The s sooat ened vy Abul Al
bae lender of e pro-Avafisg Tweton of e
P Phe heavsser Abbie, Howae, horn
i bl edicared fo Pamasos, o o
et e baehor nsel . Abbos pates
hagrin o ey Western Bats ol most=sa -
b retrareds To 19770 Abhaey helped (o
tonind the P11 as 0 breakassay sraup
fromn the Sy b hed Populin Brong for
the dilerition of Palestioe General
Conramand,

Nenone uther things the Palesong
Cabereton Pront wiss Tesponsibic tor e

e,

it b on the araeli coastal town of

Shaheonae where an el nim and bis
e vet obd dimphter were muondered
Abluee rancholthe LT has cudtivaned
el close nnlitary links wih Ap-
Gty Batale organzation. o 19820 Ablus
weved) Lo Tands, where e now commmands
Caboue 1500 tiphiars Abbias s @ membet
of the executive vommittee of the Pales.
Iite Natonal Copneil. o post hie could not
lold without Arifars kinp

As discussions between | pyplia ofir-
vihoand the PLLO representatives pro-

iy

. .

Spohcnias Charles

o st public proncmcement at
around 1 pom imphied the U8 s dis-
turbed” by that Sand St Bepartmeng
Bovdnn "We b
Jiewe thow cesporeable shonbd be prosge
cutnd o the pseamnm it
Lo the nest < hooes the 105
o to Wi hingte nocoutees, demnd-
ed avees o the el Damre o nange
sute !l thie vaeseion s abaied wuere ate
NMeamw e o e e one o poore
CH5 it had Do Lafled Sashinaton
alse vemnted o ke schere the teroorings
et Adimnistnation ofiu s foaned that
Epypt s, tothe vord ol one ctyving o
net tid ol them™ s gquichy iy possihle
AU o T Arbaesador Vehotes

oy

annoaneed rom the feletle aw o that
Iimphotler had been murdeied Twao
hours Later. White House Spokesman

Speihes declured that the LTS was sl
dened and oulrape | by the bratai Lilling
A mneeent Aamerwean,” amd wped
Lpypt o the straneest teims™ 1o bring
the petpetnatons to hook

In Rome  ltalan Prime Muunstet
Crkd reacted o news that the hijacking
hid ended by exchiming. © Thanks be o
Crad, iUs over”™ Onty ten muntes liter, in

ui’
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aboard @ Yugoslav jetliner US. Am-
bassador o Italy Maxwell Rabb pro-
nounced himseli “not happy with what
happened today.” The halian govern-
ment was sute o be bitterly criticized
by the US for alowing the duo to flee
The Reagan Administration’s daring
stroke put heart back inte a navon
numbed by the scemimngly endless specta-
cle of LES crtizens abused by terronists
abroad, particularly in the Middle Last
The Mediterranean  terception  also
helped o reverse an tmage of the US.
reminiseent ol former Preswdent Nison's
famoun description of a pitiful hetpless
grant, Swd Senate Minonity eader Rob-
ert Byrd “Fiwally o we have changed the

iR

Cnles We have shown the world tha the
LIS ds o foree to b rechoned with in the
plobal batde swunst tertonst actons ™
Secretury of Stite Georpge Shuliz, inan m-
teview with DiMi Tast Eriday, declared
that “tertonisni 1s losing ground.” whnle
the “idet thant terrorists deserve no sing-
Ry s pgunimg curreney e oyt

ey Arh povernments, howewver.
condemned the VLS interception Lpyp-
tan President Mubarah piously describwd
the incident as “wnact of piraey.” and de-
clired thant i had caosed “eooliness ad

strnin’ helween ro sod Washington.
Said Mubarak:s b am overy wounded ”
Mosl Western povernments  withhield
commmient. bt British Prime Minister

Margiret Fhateher was reportedly “de-
hphted ™ at the stceessiul LES. apetation.
[ Muoscow, the officin] news apency TASS
deseribed  Amuericitn anger over  the
Khngholfer muider as “understandable
ind Just,” probably because four Soviet
diplamids have been kidnaped. and one
subsequently murdered, by Arab extrem-
ists in Beirut,

On the other hand, many US. and
foreipn intellipence oflicers fear that the
dramatic intereeption of the  LgyptAir
737 may inspire new. dramatic terrorist
achivities. Warns a high-vinking intelli-

10

! Ready and waiting: the U.S.S. Saratogawith the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterrancan

__Terrorism’
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gence official in Washington: “They will
try very hard to get their hands on some
Itatian and American hostages in order 1o
negatiate a deal.”

The US interception of the EgypLAir
Jet was bound to have hngering effects
along the Mediterrancan littoral It fur-
ther complicated relations hetween the
US. and Egypt. Washington was upset
that President Mubarak had resolved the
Achille Lauro hipacking in cooperation
with Arafat’s LL.O. by promising the hi-
Juckers safe-conduct out of his country in
exchange for surrender. Ametican out-
rage incieased considerably after discov-
ury of the shipboard murder Mubarak in-
sisted  that he had been unaware of

Khnghotfers death when he made the
sfe-conduct deal

But then. as Secretaty of State Shubty
publicly demunded  that Egypt “hold
these people and prosecute them,” Mu-
barih made things wionse
insisted that the hijackers had already left
the country, even as US intellipence spe-
ciithists hnew that they were still e Al
Mazi arrport, The Kidnapers finally wok
theit Jeave o Ul duy after Mubarak
Cimed that they were na longer in
Ly pt

ome Western diplonits speculiat-

ed that Mubarah had covertly aid-

ed the ULS, mission, Aceording o

this theory, neither the LS nor
I gy could admit such complicity with-
out jeapatrdizing Mubarak’s tenure But at
his press conference Tharsday evening,
Speakes  Ceateporically  denied™  that
Feypt had in any way helped the US,
Next day President Reagan made & puint
of saying that he ind Mubarak had “dis-
agreed”™ on how o handie the situation,
while trying W0 minimize the tension be-
tween the two nations, Suid he: "We have
too firm o relationship between our (wo
cauntries and oo much at stake in the

|
1

! refationship.

Epyptian collusion. Reagan declared.

“We did this all by our fittle selves.”
The fast-paced series of events also

took a wll on the PLQ.'s Arafar Last

| week the Palestinian leader was cluming

loudly that his organizauon shuns acts off

On the question of U.S- ‘

terroftsm on principle— although attacks -

against [sraeli territory seem to fall out-
side his definttion of terrorism. In keeping
with his inowed positon, Arafit wasted
no tme in denying that the cruise-liner
hyackers had anything to do with the
PEO Arafit’s attempt to portray himsell
484 peacemaker reached o peak when the
Achelle Lanro  hijackers  surrendered.
seemungly as @ result of pressure {rom
PL.O. mediators, L w hen the reports
of Leon Klinghotfer's murder were con-
firmed. Arafat had promised that if the
gunmen were furned over to the PL O,
the orgumization would bring them 1o
justice,

From the beginning. Israehi oflicials
insisted that Aaafut not only had been
aware of the higck plot before it ok
plitce. but had been involved i the plan-

Coning Well before the LgyplAir inter-

ception took place, some diptomats and
tnteligenve inatysts had reached the con-
clusion that the Achille Lawo hjacking

wits 10 fact @ bungled terrovist atlempt W i

launeh wn attack on the Tsraedi harbor af
Ashdod. using the cruise liner merely is
ttansport, They also believed that while
Araful was awire of the plan w attack
Ashdod. nerther e nor PLE Leader
Abul Abbeis knew about the finer tugck-
tngn advance, Apparently. the hjiaching
oceutted only atler the terroristy” wedap-

- ons hid been discovered ahoard the ship

tor hours he !

(vee follving stoev)

That theory received indirect suppornt
on the diy of Uie EgyptAie mteiception,
A PLIL statement delivered in Cyprus
avcepted responsibility for the hifacking.,
apologized. and admitted that Ashdod
wits the orgunal werrorist trget Sd the
staterment: ~ The aim of the operaton was
not o hijack the ship o its passengers or
any cvilian of any mtonality.”

Bizarre and tllogicul even by terror-
ist standards, the hijack drama suddenly
ciime into focus in Washington on Mo
day evening About four hows canlier,
the Palestiniun terrorists had announced
thewr piracy over ship-te-shore radin. By
6 pm Monday. a State  Depiuiment
sk foree had convened in a0 window-
less suite of seventh-tloar oilices at Fog-
gy Bottom  Information  was  scanty.
even for President Reagan and National
Seeurity  Adviser Robert (“Bud™)
Mcelarlane. who comsulted  wice on
Monday night. Tronically. Secretuy of
State Shultz was aboard o ship himsell,
on a Potomic River barge where he was
enlertaining Singapore’s visiting Prime
Minister, Lee Kuan Yew

AL Tuesdity morning’s datly 9 30 Na-
tional Security Council briefing in Uw
Oval Offive. Mclarkine reviewed win

Middle East to let one incident color our | the President what the ULS could und

\
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AU,S. Navy F-14 Tomcat of the type that Intercepted the Egyptian jetliner

were nhout o escape seot-fice. Afl the an-
ger and revulsion that Americans felt at
that prospect were summed up by US
Ambassador to Egypt Nicholas Velivles,
who demanded that the government of
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
“prosecute the sons of bitches.”

Only a few at the opmost levels of
U8, policymaking had foreseen how Ve-
liotes would get his wish. More than 30
hours after the sengoing hijack drama had
ended, u Night of Tour =14 Tomeat fight-
er-interceplors from the aireraft carrier
Saratoga pulled alongside a chartered
EgyptAir Bocing 737 jetliner just south of
the Mediterranean island of Crete. The
Egyptian aireraft had left Cairo's Al
Maza military airport [ hour and 45 min-

SARDINIA

Pl|ane Iﬂ"ﬂs at ?lrkbuse‘:' '
where tallans take
hl]ackors intocustody, |ITALY
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wtes earlier, apparently headed for Tunis,
Aboard it were the hijackers, aecompi-
pied by two representatives ol the Pales-
tine Liberation Qrganization and a num-
ber of Bpyptian diplomats and security
officials.

Traveling under radio silence. the
Tomeats overheard the gyptian pilot ra-
dio Tunis for permission o land. Permis-
sion denied. The pilot tried Alhuns and
got the same answer, Then Lhe U, hphl-
ers moved in. They dipped their wings in
the international signal for a forced fand-
ing. whilg a U8, Navy £-2C Hawkeye v
dar plang radioed the 737 to follow them.
The pilot complied.

An hour and 15 minutes later, the jet-
liner and its escorts tnded at Sigonella

5|
|
H

i

! hetween

Nival Air BdsL in Sn.ll) U. S wld:uadnd
Italian carabinieri surrounded the Egyp-
tian plane. The Italians topk the four hi-
| juckers into custody.

Moments later in Washington, White
House Spokesman Larry Speakes de-
scribed the LS. exploit at a hastily called
press briefing. The aerial interception. he
said, “affirms our determination to sec
that terrorists are apprehended, prosecut-
ed and punished.”

Precisely how all that would be done
in this case was still not clear ar week's
end. From Genoa to Rome. ltalian mag-
istrittes were involved in complex iepal
proceedings. A number of the former U.S.
hostages went Lo Sicily. where they identi-
fied the Palestinians in police lineups at a
local jail. alian Prime Minister Bettino
Craxi refused a telephoned request from
President Reagan to have the terrorists
extradited to the US., saying the crime
hadd been commitied on an Halian ship,
which is sovereign terrvitory of haly
Nonetheless, Speakes announced that the
Us. would f'nrmully request extradition
of the four Palestinians. President Rea-
pan even held out the possibility that the
hijuckers mlyhl eventually be tried in
both countries.

LS. officials also tried to persuade
the Tadians o hotd on to the two PL.O
representittives  who accompanied the
four hijackers on the EgyptAir plane
One of the 1.0, figures was Moham-
med Abul Abbas Zaidan, better known
as Abul Abbas, head of the Tunis-based
faction of the Palestine Liberation Front
(PL.F), the group to which the Achille
Lawro hijackers may belong, Abul Ab-
tas is ape of PL.O. Leader Yasser Ara-
i most trusted confidants, and a link
Abyl Abbas and the Aehilfe
Lawre Nhijpcking sugpgests that Arafat

S might have known of the plan in ad-

vinee. At week's end. however, the US.
detention effort failed as the PL.O
representatives suddenly and stealthily
left Rome for an undisclosed location

J
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Tiijackers loave Calra y aboard
naolnu 737 he lwndad  for Tunis,
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TURKEY
Syria donies entry ]
Inlo its walers. Leon
I is killed.
Palestinians seizo e
shlp as |It heads for
 Sald
SYRIA
CYPRUS «TARTUS
Torrorists surren- LEBANON
tior and aro taken SBEIRUT
to Calro. Ship pro-
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COVE R STORIES

A bold. nonviolent stroke ends four days of horror a

“Thank God we (inplly won
one!™esulied Democratic
Senator Danicl Pawrick
Maoynihan of New  Yurk
“esaplorious day in Amer-
jcan Bistory.” apreed  Republicion Cone
pressian Robert Ko Doran of Cabfor-
N WE GOT EAL shouted a beadtine in
DING Todday, Kevin Iirhy, 280 Detroit
parape aticndant, vehoud
cotmtiyss ofher Americins s
he devhired. s phont tioe,
W eaded o prove that we
wore e poing W sit o take
itanyiore”

O Capitol HI et all
aeross the LRSS dast week
there swere fieree o pouriigs
af pride at o military jobowell
done, bodkeed, nob siee e
Tord S landoggy o the
shores of Cieemnda hid there
heel any espresaing ol patri-
Otic sentiment gquite dike it
| Seeretiry of Prefunse Caspa
Woeinberper harked  bach
el burther thin that, be -
Vol e e of the Tarba
Ty pitates i praising the Ad-
Db raton’s setion Mooone
ot it bevter than Ronidd Ko
A The 08 sadd vhe Prosi
dent, Isud HE G DR
o Lerrowts everywhere

i
|
|

W
“The

| he U.S. Sends a

A small victory in a farger war: surrotnded by U.S. and Italian troops, the EgyptAir 737 sits

TIME-OCTQRLER 21, 1985

messige: CYou can run, bul you can’t
fide,”

The eelebration. however, was mixed
with restraint, as iF the country undet-
stood that it hid won wsmadl victory ina
Frper wir with no end et in sight. Late
fast week another skirmish in that war
may have Liken place. in Beirut, the Shi-

e terropist proup known s Istamic Ji-

nd humiliation

had distributed blurred photographs pur-
porting tshow the body of US. Diplomat
William Buckley., Kidnaped 18 months
apo. The State Department was skueptical
of the claim.

Nonetheless, with one bold, nonvie-
fent stroke, the U8, had erased four days
of frusteation, horror and humiliation, wn
all-too-Tamiliar progression in the reeent
_ history of international terror-
s, Onee apgain Avab eatem-
sts had struck at a vuinerabie
ln targel. A few hour
oot eft Alesamdiia on a
phestre eruise of the Mediter-
g, wn Badian liner. the
Achitle Lawrn, with 123 pas-
senpers and 315 crew b,
witn hijacked by Patestinn
punmen . e aann Amwern.
G passeniers were singhed
out for espeeidly brotabaten
Gon,  Owme of them, Teon
Khinphotler, 64 ol New York
City. it strole visting contined
Wi w heetohatr, s sho in
culd Blood throuph thie fore
het sl s by dhoen
avertoird

hen the hostape drama
wan osedduniy, wsens s
Cioundy . over Deapite the
stronpest VLS plai oa o
alty. b seemed thag the ke




errorism
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premeditated murder of Mr
Klinghotfer, kidnapping, hij-
acking a ship and possession of
explosives.

The men were identified ux
the hijackers early yesterday by
American  passengers  being
flown back to Newark, New
Tersey, on board a US military
aireralt. The passengers madsa
a briel stopover in Sicily to
examine  photographs of the
men before the Tralians charged
them formally.

The Washimton Pos: vepor-
ted  yesterday  that Ttaliwe
carabinier: and  US militory
Lonnel were cigaged noa
conlvonmbon ©that nearly led
to cunfirs T whoen the intercep-
ted Pavplion piane landed in
Sictlyearly on Friday. The Poy
also aaid the US F-14 fighters
which intercepted the Egyptian
plane had earlier intercepted
ihece other planes over the
Meditermimean before finding
theone they were looking {or,

Adipisivation  sources  in
Washmgton  were quoted s
saving yesterday that the suc-
cessiul US acuion against the
brjackers  would - improve
resident Reagan's standing at
home and abroad.

In Ttaly, reaction was less
cuphoric. The leading news-
paper 1 Repubblica said in an
editorial :  International  law
s been violated not only by
T terrovists and their sup-
noTLers but also by
Chancelicries of state. Heads of
sovernment have been lying,
aatery contradicting  each
nfle ambassadors double-
vavir other, L, We
v e et inan act of
Vbl ool pavaey

e Cabro, 1o shRients were
peperted camid when police
paed e care and batony 1o
divperae an estimaed 3,000
deinopstrators shouting antie
Antevicen andani-laaeh

[N

Tialian investigators that they
belonged to an organisation
called the Front Line Fire
Grroup, which they described as

The leader of the pro-Arafat
wing of the Palestine Libera-
tion Front, Mohammmed ‘ Abu’
Abbas, who was on the Egyp-
tian plane when it was forced to
land in Sicily, was said 10 be
refusing to leave the plane,
which was flown on Friday
night to Rome's Ciampino
military airport. He was guar-
ded by four otlier men wh were
believed to be armed. Italian
radio said police in Sicily were
not empowered to force them
to disembark.

In Iondon, & caller claiming
to represent the PLF tele-
phouned ithe office of the
American CBS network and
accused *US intelligence ser-
vices * of concealing the body of
the passenger Al Leon Kling-

e o

Arafat : Repercussions
hoffer in preparation {or ihe
interception of the Dgypting
airceaft. ~'Fhe PLE calle onthe
Nalian Government to release
our four comrades as they did
not kill suvone o hosed the
Achitle Lauro. the caller said.

he four gunmen are now
A MAXTNUM SeCUTY DPrison in
Sivactsdy  Sicily. where they
have been charged with e



BRITAIN protested to
Egypt yesterday about its
refusal to allow six British
women on board the Achille
Lauro to leave the Italian
liner, as threats of retaliation
mounted after the US cap-
ture of the ship’s Palestinian
hijackers.

A Foreign Office spokesman
in London said: arrangements
had been made to fly the
women home after their ordeal
on the hijaclked ship but ° at the
very last minute they were
denied permission to leave.’

He added : ¢ Our ambassador
has taken up the matter and
representations  have been
made to the Egyptian authori-
ties at the highest level,

The six women, five mem-
bers of a dance troupe and a
beautician, were aimong inore
R T A RN o) |
: Lo T, LEN T T {1
v hijackerd last Monday by
four Palestixisin gonaen.,

The Achille Lawveo was still
butnge held we Port Suid yester-
day as' Bgyptian officials
coutinued their investigation
into the hijack drama. Five
hundred passengers hoping to
rejoin the ship at Ashdod in

by ROBIN LUSTIG,
DAVID WILLEY and
PETER PRINGLE

Tsrael were being flown home
last night after it became clear
the rest of their cruise had been
cancelled.

As the repercussions of the
hijack and the US interception
of an Egyptian civil airliner
carrying the Palestinian
hijackers to Tunis continued to
reverberate vyesterday, Yasser
Arafat, chairman of the Pales-
tine Liberation OQrganisation,
warned that the PLO would
‘adopt a new strategy’ in its
struggle against Israel as a
result of the US action.

Speaking in Dakar, Senegal,
Arafat said: ¢There is no
difference beiween a terrorist
who hijucks an aeroplane with
a pistul apd a terrorist who
hijacks a  plane  with
wirplomes’.

The interception of the
Lipyptian plaae angd the handing
aver of the gunmen to Italian
judicial auihorities would have
‘grave repurgussions on the
international sivation,” he
said.

The four Palestinians, who
are being held in Sicily, were
reported yesterday to have told




(EA D A 3 geilt

coaadl A ja Aaansy Litla ol Lol 0 e 1 0 S a als

J"‘:""J” 4 [.L'E Salt ool ge daze ;hl.ﬁ 4l o SSa Gk o

ot AW ppadtoall A1 & Al Lol B0 Al aet 3o glau, 0
Z‘_,.ELL‘\ _9.;.;" ‘_’,',r. d.\.'\,-o. :l.i:L:L.a.“ 231 L_ua—.ﬂ‘



.wmn:unm% October 12 1985 @

A DRAMATIC “Go get
“em” order from President
Reagan signalled America’s

spectacular mid-air capture
of four Palestinian killers.
- Last night the terrorists who

hijacked an Italian cruise liner
were under arrest in Sicily after
being hijacked themselves.

And astonishing detail emerged on

how U.S. fighter planes inter-.
cepted the thugs and escorteg
them into custody as they
were being flown to freedom

From PHILIP FINM in New York

Mﬁm Bmmﬁos to médmy Zwm
A i i brutal murder of an elderly
over .Em. Em%ﬁwﬁ.mdmms n American crinple aboard the
an Egyptian Boeing 737. . liner Achille Lauro was plotted

The H&mgvo-mﬁu@m operation in ‘meticulous detail by Mr
triggered . celebration _parties Reagan’s special team of anti-
across Amerlca with a jubilant terrorists. )
Mr Peagan toasted as a national The former Hollywood stap
hero. - it

But the euphoria was shad-
owed by fears, of retaliation by
enraged Palestinian terror
chiefs. :

put’ ¢n an Oscar-winning out- "
wardly dithering performance :
asnosmbosﬁ., Thursday, fobbing’
off (ucstions as he waited o

spring the topsecret trap that °

startled the world.-

The President was 30,000ft
up in his jet Air Force One
speeding him from Chicago to
Washington when intelligzence
reports came through that the
Boeing carrying the killers was
scon to leave Cairo for Tunisia,
following their surrender in
Egypt.

It was 8.20 p.m. London
time. Time to act. Mr Reagan
speaking by air-to-groud tele-
phone alerted his top aldes in
the Whites House.

20p @ TV starts on Page 13 THE <°—ﬁn OF wn—-—.;

America salutes
Reagan raid on .
‘ship terror gang

- deeks ‘at 10 D.m.,

., Then his

¢ Go Wwﬂ tem

commang was . flaHed. to .the".

skipper " of the U.S,
Saratoga off Albania, - o B
The skipper gave a scramble
order to four F-14; Tomeat
fighters. - LT
. As théy took off from the
- two giant
AWAC ‘surveillance vlanes, mn..wdi
able of refuelling the warplanes
If necessary,- eft -2’ NATO base
in Kurope to join them.

carrier

Just  after  10.3¢ pm. the’

fighters . intercepted the Boeing
which had-cleared. Egyptian air
space after secretly leaving
Cairo 75 minutes eariler, -
The Tomeats swooped in on
their target and flew two

abreast alongside it, It was an -

alarming momient for the Rillers
Page 2 Col 6
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| _<_.=_um.,.qm k's
problem

_THE man with mosk.egg on
_his facg-‘after the" hijacking

4 affair, President Mubarak of
| Egypt, was low yesterday,

SATURDAY PEOFLE

President Mubarak : some explaining to do

allowing the Foreign Minis-
try to express “ surprise and
sadness ** at America’s behav-
iour. H wver, the president
{nickname Teflon) may need
all his nno-stick qualities to
limit - further essy
accretions.

The perception in Cairo is
that America’s abduction of
an- Egypt Air plane will be
seen by Egyptians as a blow
to national pride. “It will

lead Mubarak’s opponents te
say it was weakness at Dbest,

and collusion at worst,” said
an observer.

If ignorant of America's
plans, as the White House
claims, Mubarak’s humilia-
tion is compounded by the
fact that as Egypt's air force
commander and deputy war
minister he was the chief ar-
chitect ofearly victories,
against Isreal in 1973. A for-
mer fighter pilot, he should
have understood the implica-
tions of allowin ghte kidnap-
pers’ plane to take off from
a base where US personnel
are stafioned.

He will have some explain-
ing to de, an unpleasant
reminder of the emollient

tours he wundertock tor ms
predecessor, President Sadat,
to explain Egypt

treaty with Isrzel to a hos-
tile Arah world.

The incident will both in-
crease his frustration® at
being unable to lead the
country back to centre stage
and underline his impotence.
He was said to be speechless
at President Reagan’s en-
dorsement of Israel’s air
strike against the PLO. He
has repeatedly sought reas-
surances from the new

regime in Sudan, and reviles
Gadafy as a madman.

Egyptians have deteected
lately that the modest, pri-
vate man who took over
after Sadat’s assassination in
1981 has been exhibiting
andiose tendencies. The -
leader who forbade the
media to splash his picture
is now regularly portrayed at
opening ceremonies.

This new image, which has
failed to disturb his country-
men’s apathy towards him,
may be an attempt fo com-
pensate for his inability to
extricate Egypt from ifs eca-
nomic quagmire. Besides teh
32 billion Egypt is receiving
from the US, Mubarak’s at-
tempts to secure a further
$865 million have met a cgol
response in Washington. - His
compliance with IMF pres-
sure tos gradually reduce
heavy subsidies on ~basic
goods is seen as a time-
bomh.

“Egvptians have = demon-
strated they will rise against
anyone who :tells them the
price of bread imust be
doubled,” says a Cairo resi-
dent. “If Mubarak goes too
far, he could be toppled —
and he knows it.”
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